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Primates in Liberia
ABOUT US

Two thousand
volunteer donors a
day make miracles

happen.

WHO YOU HELP

Over the past several weeks, New York Blood Center (NYBC) has been the subject of media and social media

interest relating to a chimpanzee sanctuary in Liberia. Much of this information is false or inaccurate, but we have

declined most opportunities to comment because we are currently involved in legal proceedings on related issues.

We can, however, tell you this:

New York Blood Center (NYBC) is a community-based, nonprofit humanitarian organization that saves
thousands of lives each year through our blood and blood-related products, services and research. This is our
mission. We serve the 20 million people who live in the New York metropolitan area, as well as in and around
Kansas City, Missouri. 

•

We provide our services to our partner hospitals, doctors and clinics that serve hemophilia patients, victims of
accidents and natural disasters, burn patients, children and adults with cancer, women who suffer
complications of pregnancy and delivery, as well as others who need surgeries and transfusions. In a time of
limited resources for blood centers nationally, any funds diverted from NYBC's core mission have a significant
cost. 

•

NYBC has spent hundreds of millions on research that has produced life-saving cures, including a low-cost
vaccine for Hepatitis B, a method for removing viruses (including Hepatitis and HIV) from blood plasma,
vaccines to combat the SARS and MERS viruses, the development of stem cell therapies, including the use of
stem cells derived from umbilical cord blood, the identification of blood group genotypes, and other life-saving
research developments. Substantial funding for this research comes from royalties from prior discoveries. 

•
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NYBC appreciates the many groups that have the mission, expertise and resources to focus on finding what they

consider to be a suitable outcome. NYBC no longer engages in non-human primate research, and is not positioned

to debate issues of animal rights, animal use in research, or other matters that – while very important – are

beyond our mission and scope.

More than a decade ago, with the approval of the Liberian government, chimpanzees were used in research
approved by the Liberian government. It is estimated that the low-cost, widely distributed Hepatitis B vaccine
developed as a result of this research saved millions of human lives. 

•

NYBC does not own the animals in question, and never did. The animals are owned by the Liberian
government, and their officials have repeatedly acknowledged that they have responsibility for the care of the
chimpanzees -- most recently in legal documents filed in March of this year. 

•

NYBC's support of the chimpanzees was entirely voluntary, offered on a philanthropic basis until the
Government of Liberia could take over. NYBC attempted for more than five years to find a workable solution
for the care, maintenance and feeding of these animals. We held discussions with numerous animal welfare
groups and the Government of Liberia, all to no avail. Eventually, we had no choice but to inform the Liberians
that we could no longer provide this charitable support and provided advance notice to ensure a smooth
transition. The Government of Liberia and animal rights organizations knew all along that our support was
voluntary and could not continue. 

•

▸
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largest community-based, non-profit blood
collection and distribution organizations in
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